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I.—Foreien Porrtics. 


TE Sahachar, of the 22nd April, hopes that the Manipur war will end 


“age ee in a week. Referring to the severe punishment 
ag mee e threatened in the Viceroy’s ——, the remark 
is made that it is a strange thing that Englishmen in this country get excited 


over very trifling occurrences. The murders at Manipur area very trifling 
affair. Why get so much alarmed at it? “ Prestige” has become a very mis- 
chievous thing. The Chief Commissioner should not have been sent to do a 
policeman’s work. It is necessary to ascertain who is responsible for the 
tragedy. It is not easy to see why Manipur should lose its independence if the 
murders were due to the Commander-in-Chief and a few soldiers. 

2. The Bengal Hxchange Gazette, of the 26th April, says that the English 

The Manipur affair. Government should carefully consider the offence of 

: ) the Manipuris before punishing them for the murder 

of Mr. Quinton. It should try to make out why a friendly people like the 

Manipuris suddenly turned upon it and committed such desperate deeds, 

The English should take care to maintain their reputation for judicial impartial- 

ity in this Manipur affair. In the Burmese war and in the Lushai expeditions 

the Manipuris gave material help to the English, receiving thanks and presents 
from the English Government in return. 

There must have been good cause at work to make the Manipuris forget 
their old friendship with the English Government. It is said that the Juvaréj 
killed Mr. Quinton and others in a fit of fury brought on by the massacre of his 
wife and children by the English, Whatever the facts may be, the English 
Government will tarnish its reputation if it punishes the Manipuris without hold- 
ing an impartial trial. | 


 JI.—Home ApMInIstTRATION, 


(a)—Police. | 
8. The Hindi Bangavdst, of the 18th April, says that the army and the 
The Police. police are the chief weapons with which the English 


_ rule this country. The army are comparativel 
harmless so far as the people are concerned, because they only suck their blood ; 
but the police not only suck their blood but commit all sorts of intolerable 
oppression upon them. Considering the amount of power which is vested 
in the police, it should not be left in its present condition. | 

_ 4, Acorrespondent of the Burdwan Sunjivani, of the 21st April, says that the 


a a Bankoorah police has become utterly disorganised 
dené of Police, Bankoorah’SSC«UUNer its new District Superintendent, Mr. Havelock. 
| Old and experienced officials have been transferred, 
and new men put in their places. Theft, dacoity and other crimes are on the in- 
crease, but'the District Superintendent is utterly indifferent in the matter. FHlis 
time is taken up in seeing whether or not the coats worn by his men want 
buttons, whether or not they carry out his order for daily shaving, whether or not 
any of them omit to salaam him, and in similar trivial matters. The other 
day a murder was committed in the town, and the iron safe in the District 
Superintendent’s own office was broken, and both the murderer and the thief 
still remain untraced! Cases of robbery on the Ranigunge road are now 
frequently heard of. The District Superintendent is asked to take the necessary 
steps to put down crime. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 28th April, has an article headed 
in | i ae ‘ The Penal Law—difference between England and 
Law in England and India. ~~=—-« dia,” in which it refers to the case tried in Liver- 
. pool in which an Indian sailor was accused and 
pa of the murder of an English captain of a ship, and remarks as 
ollows :— ; 
The difference between England and India in all matters is as great as the 
difference between heaven and hell, In England the people lord it over the 
Sovereign, while in India the people serve as slaves not only the sovereign, but 


SaAHACHAR, 
April 22nd, 1891. 


BENGAL EXCHANGE 
GAZETTE, 


April 26th, 1891. 


HINDI BANGAVAS!, 
April 13th, 1891. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANTI, 
April 21st, 1891. 


BENGAL EXCHANGE 
GAZETTE, 


April 28th, 1891. 


— ee 
™ ” — s ~ we - - - » 7 = on 
— = omen aaa . : ; na 
ele * y x eo . 5 " “ ™ ~- - = 
. - = pe lt = - : 2 - —. -_ — —— - - _ oe —- 
: oe pr mmm et . = ——— = 
aes CY ot alee bond, Fy Cae = . ee he ar ae oe ob & * 
' re * “arms? ag og aa a s. M 
‘ ‘ ~— ius " a oe ee ee ~ - 


~——_ 
saint 
o 


— a 
— — 
% “ae pia oe Se a “3 
x ee ene > ee = — 2, 
: nn oo oe aah delete. Payer PO ee 
” - - ~_- —— = < oo 
——— +> 
6 Pee ” al ro he mart 


oe ee: 
> 7 we 


_ would Government itself have listened to the prayer of the whole count, 


SaHACHAR, 
April 22nd, 1891. 


SURABHI-O-PaTaKa, 
April 24th 1891. 


URABHI-O-PATAKA. 


SURABHI-O-PATAKA. 


SaRsswaT PaTRA, 
April 25th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 
April 25th, 1891. 


SANJIVANI, 


( 482 ) 


everybody who belongs to the sovereign’s nationality. In England it is the 
people who carry on the administration ; in India the voice of the people in State 
matters is disregarded. In England the people ‘are all in all; in India the 
people are nothing. 

If the case which was recently tried in Liverpool had occurred in India, 
the Anglo-Indian community would have been thrown into a ferment, 
The Anglo-Indian Press would have called the Hindus rebels and would have 
known no rest until the culprit had been hanged. The English jurors 
in India would not certainly in that case have recommended the criminal 
for mercy, nor would the English Judge, under such circumstances, have 
shown mercy to the prisoner even if he had the power to do so. Nor 


try for 


mercy to the prisoner. The authorities in India seldom listen to the prayers 


of the people even when an Indian is killed by an Indian. Such is the differ- 
ence between England and India! What could be done in England simply at 
the recommendation of a handful of jurors could not be done in this country 
by the prayer of the whole population of the country. In India the penal law 


ismeant to mete out strict justice; in England it is meant to mete out justice 
seasoned with mercy. 


(d)— Education. 


6. The Sahachar, of the 22nd April, says that the reason why Mr. Bel- 

i eee es fs grami has been placed over Satischandra Mitra in 
ination. StS ~CtéGe@:s«@WAY LL. Examination of the Calcutta Universit 

by the granting of additional marks is that the 

— is a Bengali. All Englishmen have become tainted with an anti-Bengali 
ias. | 

7. The Surabhi-o-Patdéké, of the 24th April, strongly objects to the 


; | ' proposal to.raise the tuition-fee in the Calcutta 
ae ERS NN TM Medical College, A higher fee, whilst standing in 
the way of the medical education of the poor and middle class youths in this 
country who are the men that generally go to that College, will not contribute 
materially towards the maintenance of the institution. 


8. The same paper is very glad that the students of the Hare School 
gh a ol cy" i will be instructed in drill. But it would have been 
School. r matter of still greater rejoicing if they had been 
. formed into a volunteer corps. 

9. The same paper says that as the rumour that ‘Syud Ali Belgrami has 

=. been unjustly placed over Babu Satishchandra Mitra 
PR ube Belgrami in the B.L. in the B, 4 Examination is so widespread, the 
xamination. . . . 
Senate should enquire into its truth. 

10. The Séraswat Patra, of the 25th April, says that the Director of 
la ileal iia Public Instruction proposed to hold the Vernacular 
Exiuination. —i(tSSSS”Sé«Choolarship Examination from the year after the 

next just before the Durga Puja vacation. There 
is no objection to this change, but if the change is made, care should be taken 
that in the year in which it is introduced, examinees are not pressed for short- 
ness of session. | 

11. The Sanjivani, of the 25th April, says that Syud Ali Belgrami, of 

The B. L. Examination ‘scandal Yderabad, having appeared at the last B.L. 
ee ’ Examination of the Calcutta University and stood 
second at that examination, and one Satishchandra Mitra from the Metropolitan 
Institution having stood first, one of the examiners increased the marks gained 
by Syud Ali in order to make him head the list. There was an angry and 
scandalous discussion at a meeting of the examiners held in connection with 
this matter. And it is a matter of wonder that the Syndicate has upheld the 
decision of the examiners, namely, that undue favour should be shewn to 
Mr. Belgrami. It is said that the names of several barristers are involved in 
this affair. Will University scandals never cease ? 

12. The same paper has learnt from a reliable source that Sir Charles 

ia id. ae Elliott has sanctioned the appointment of a ser- 
Schaal ws «im Othe Mare geant for the purpose of teaching drill to the 

students of the Hare School. If this is correct 
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news, His Honour deserves the thanks of the whole province. Seeing 
how Bengali schoolboys are gradually degenerating in health, it is- clear that 
Government should direct its attention to the matter. It is hoped that 
every guardian will take advantage of this opportunity to compel his 
children to place themselves under the drill-master. Arrangements for 
teaching drill should also be made in the Presidency College and in all the 
private schools and colleges. The writer cannot help pointing out in this 
connection that the people of Bengal will be very grateful to His Honour if 
he also sees fit to grant them the sign of volunteering. | 

13. The same paper says that Sir Charles Elliott being an advocate of 
technical education, never considers money spent in 
such education as money lost. His 5 Moe is 
desirous of making the Seebpore Engineering 
College the centre of technical education in Bengal, me he has therefore 

ranted a sum of Rs. 25,083 this very year for the improvement of that College. 
ir Charles deserves the thanks of the public for the preliminary step he has 
taken for the advancement of technical education in this province. 

14, A correspondent of the Bengal Hachange Gazette, of the 30th April, 

a says that it 1s quite inexplicable why Government 
nis he peopeses abolition of the should be for abolishing the Hindu School, consi- 
indu School. ; gga ) , 

dering that the number of pupils in that school is 
daily increasing, and that the school has always scored the best results in the 
Entrance Examination. If Government wishes to establish a technical school, 
it should make separate arrangements for it, and if it cannot bear all the 
expenses of such an institution itself, it should raise subscriptions for the purpose. 
But the Hindu School ought on no account to be abolished. The editor 
remarks in this connection that the proposal of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion for the abolition of this school cannot be justified on any ground whatever. 
Sir Alfred Croft says that the institution is only a burden on the Government. 
The writer must therefore point out that in 1854, when the school was severed 
from the College, Government pledged itself to an expenditure up to Rs. 1,200 
per month for the maintenance of the school, and that it has been ascertained on 
enquiry that it has never up to the present moment incurred an expenditure of 
more than Rs, 200 or Rs. 300 per month for it. 

It is said that the final decision in respect of this school has been deferred 
till April of the coming year. It is hoped that Government will grant the 
prayer of the Hindus, who have a right to demand that the Hindu School for 
Hindu children be left untouched so long as the Calcutta Madrassa for Mahomedan 
children is maintained by Government. 


Sir Charles Elliott and technical 
education. 


. 


(e.)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. The Sahachar, of the 22nd April, refers to the statement of the 
ae | _ Lieutenant-Governor that he will not object to the 
, Municipal voters and Commis- proposal to give an increase of salary to the Chair- 
sloDners. °° ° ‘ae, * 
| man of the Caleutta Municipality if it is approved 
by half the number of Commissioners and if he thinks that the voters and the 
rate-payers of the town are willing to incur the additional expenditure. In 
making this statement, Sir Charles Elliott distinctly recognises the rights of the 
rate-payers, and hints very broadly that the Commissioners should not give 
their opinion on important questions without consulting the rate-payers. ‘The 
rate-payers of all the municipalities in thiscountry should ponder over this 
statement of His Honour and try to exercise effectual control over their 
representatives on the Municipal Board, taking them to task whenever they 
should act contrary to their wishes. In England, if a representative of the 
people acts contrary to the wishes of his constituents, he is not returned at the 
next election, and rate-payers in this country should act in the same manner 
towards those representatives of theirs who will misrepresent them on the 
Municipal Board. There should be a touch between the Commissioners and the 
voters, or Local Self-Government will not succeed in this country, 
. wiieiciiaia te ia ais 16. The Samay, of the 24th April, dissuades 
ne Government from adding to the already heavy bur- 
den of taxation that presses on the rate-payers of 
Calcutta. 4 
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(9).— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


17. The Hindi Bangavdst, of the 20th April, says that the passengers travell- 
The Tirhoot State Railway, 48 On the Tirhoot State Railway have met with 
} ’ geveral inconveniences since it was made over to the 
Bengal North-Western Railway Company. Among other. things, the station- 
masters on this Railway being poorly paid never hesitate to exact black-mail 
from the passengers. | 
18. A correspondent of the Chdéruvdrid, of the 20th April, writing from 
buds ts eet ade, Ce oe Tangail sub-division of the 
sion of the Mymensingh district. | ymensingh district, says that, though the place is 
thickly populated and carries on a brisk trade, still 
the authorities have thought fit to leave it with only one incomplete road 
leading from Elenga to Subarnakhali. And even this one road requires repair- 
ing and bridging over in not less than twenty or twenty-two places in order to 
become a thoroughfare for the purposes of traffic: The proposed road to 
Kalihati thana is absolutely needed. Another road of some six miles from 
Ghatail to this place (Nagarbari) will greatly facilitate communication with 
Mymensingh and Ghatail, and will be particularly advantageous for postal 
purposes. 
19. The Hitakari, of the 22nd April, says that on the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway privy accommodation, supply of 
ee oe en ' droking wea, As. for natives are intended espe- 
State Railway. & cially and almost exclusively for Hindus. Do not 
Mahomedans travel on that line, or are Mahome- 
dans such mean creatures as not to deserve any attention at the hands of the 
Railway authorities ? ee 
20. A correspondent of the Navayuga, of the 23rd April, says that the 
és tele os ie tn, bridge at Matla on the road starting from the south 
Begula station. = «CO: the Bagula station towards Jessore, which gave 
way some years ago, not having been repaired, the 
inhabitants of 50 or 60 villages, Jhiktipota, Palianpur, Bhagadanga, Kanchanpur, 
&c., as well as traders, who used to send sugar, molasses, and pulses to Santipore 
and Calcutta from the Bagula station are suffering great inconvenience. It is 


not easy to understand why such a small bridge has not been repaired within so 
long a time. What becomes of the large sum of money which Government 


~) 


collects year after year in the shape of the Public Works cess ? 


(h)— General. 


21. The Navayuga, of the 23rd April, has a communicated article in which 
en cuhihal ths ue the writer says that the ,Bengalee newspaper has 
tm, tS cunjustly condemned the Bengal Government for its 
re-establishment of the outstill system in certain 
be of Midnapore and Bancoorah. The reformers often unjustly condemn 
overnment without knowing anything of the matter for which they condemn 
it, and this is the reason why Government often hesitates to accept their 
proposals or recommendations. Government is as much alive to the welfare of 
the people as to considerations of revenue, and it has no desire at all to increase 
its revenue by making drunkards of its people. = ms 
The people of those places where the outstill system has been revived have 
not left off drinking on account of the abolition of that system. They smuggle 
liquor from other places or secretly manufacture it. Thus the abolition of the 
outstill system in those places has not diminished drunkenness, but has only 
diminished Government revenue. It is extremely necessary to keep outstills in 
places situated near Native States and covered with jungle, for police and excise 
officers, however able they may be, are not able to prevent smuggling and 
surreptitious distillation of liquor in such places. If the reformers travel 
throughout the country and mix with the people, they will see that many 
people smuggle liquor from Native States. It is unwise to blame Government 
without a full knowledge of these matters, for the fall in revenue will lead 
to increase of taxation. | 
Offences against the excise law are seldom detected, for educated people 
seldom help excise officers in bringing offenders against that law to trial. The 
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offenders produce false witnesses and are acquitted on appeal. Mere abolition 
of outstills will do no good. It will not be well for the country so long as 
surreptitious manufacture of liquor doos not completely cease. It is the duty of 
the reformers to teach the people to hate the offenders against the excise law, 
and to see that they are brought to trial and convicted. 

It is not advisable to abolish the outstill system in places which are inhabited 
by aboriginal tribes. ‘The Dhangars cannot do without liquor any more than 
other people can do without rice. The pachwai liquor which they manufacture 
for their use contains poisonous substances, and its use has the effect of weaken- 
ing the brain. Liquor manufactured from mohwa is much better than pachwai, 
and Government ought to place mohwa liquor within easy reach of them. 
This will do good instead of harm to these savage people, and at the same time 
lead to an increase of Government revenue. 

The total abolition of outstills from the country will injure the country 
in another way. It will enrich English brewers at the expense of native 
brewers. ‘The import of English liquor is daily increasing on account of the 
abolition of outstills and consequent rise in the price of country liquor. English 
liquor is more injurious to the people of this country than country liquor, and the 
abolition of outstills has not diminished drunkenness among the higher and 
middle classes in the country. The farsighted Government is, therefore, 
unwilling to abolish outstills from the country altogether. 

The writer is not an advocate or admirer of the outstill system, nor does he 
deny that the abolition of that system has diminished drunkenness in some 
places. It is desirable that there should be no outstills near Calcutta. But 
outstills should not be abolished in places which are situated near Tributary 
States and are inhabited by savage people. In order that English liquor may 
not compete with native liquor, the duty on liquor manufactured at sudder 
distilleries should be reduced, and there should be a difference of not more than 
one rupee per gallon between the duties on wine in two neighbouring districts. 

22. Referring to the appointment of the Commission for inquiring into 

cs the causes of the poverty of the Europeans and 

ee Eurasians in this aay, the Bessel Exchange 

Gazette, of the 25th April, says that it will no doubt be glad to see European and 

Eurasian poverty removed; but what does Government mean to do for the large 

number of Hindu and Mahomedan paupers who live in this town ? It will not 

do simply to relieve the European and Eurasian poor; Hindu and Mahomedan 
paupers too should receive Government’s attention. 

23. Referring to the —— that are being made to the Nimtollah ghat 

; . uildings, the Sunjivani, of the 25th April, says that 

oe eee Ses before gh te these additions, the rulkacilies 

would have done well if they had taken stringent measures with the view of 

utting a stop to the nuisance. which is committed there by muddafarashes and 

eases Set as such nuisance greatly wounds the feelings of those who come 
there to burn the remains of their nearest and dearest. 

24, Referring to the appointment of a Commission by Sir Charles Elliott 
to enquire into the causes of poverty among Euro- 
peans and Eurasians in this country, the Sanjivant, 
of the 25th April, though approving of the instructions given to the Commission, 
cannot understand what led His Honour to say that the enquiry for which the 
Commission has been appointed has become absolutely necessary for the pur- 
poses of the administration. Already special favour is being shown to Eurasians 
in Government offices, courts, railways and merchant offices, and it will be 
very wrong, indeed, if this favouritism goes on increasing. What the people of 
this country want is that no special favour should be shown to anybody, not 
excepting themselves, and that ability alone should be rewarded everywhere. 
Let Government institute a competitive test and select for employment in its 
own service whosoever shows the highest merit. 

25. The Sim Prakash, of the 27th April, is glad that Sir Charles Elliott 
Sir Charles Elliott and the Often visits the Secretariat offices in order to inspect 
Bengal Secretariat. personally all the work that is done there; but 
the writer does not think that it becomes His Honour’s rank and dignity to look 
into such small matters as the salary of a petty clerk. One would like to know 
whether all the officers in the Bengal Secretariat receive disproportionately large 
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salaries, and whether, if that be so, the Lieutenant-Governor would reduce the 
salaries in the Secretariat all round. No good will be done by reducing a petty 
clerk’s salary here or a petty clerk’s salary there. 


IIT.— LEGISLATIVE. 


26. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 21st =o cannot pore sae oP ge drift 
vy . . Of the statement that agitation in England for the 
ataiea oh ain Consent repeal of the Age of Consent Act will lower the 
Act. Hindu religion in the estimation of the British 
public. The people of this country should not mind what Englishmen think 
about their religion or religious beliefs. Their opposition to the Age of Consent 
Bill was based solely on religious grounds. ‘They held the mass meeting on the 
maidan, worshipped the goddess Kali, and carried on agitation on such an 
extensive scale simply because they thought that their religion was in danger. 
And why should they now be ashamed to make an agitation in England for 
the sake of that religion? If they can agitatefor so many years for a trifling 
political concession, namely, the introduction of the elective principle into the 
Legislative Councils, surely they ought to make infinitely greater efforts for the 
sake of their religion. The Hindus have been touched to the quick, and it is 
impossible that they should remain silent. Their agitation was not hollow 
and insincere, and so it cannot die with the passing of the Bill. 
27. The Sahachar, of the 22nd April, refers to the Hackney Carriage 
ier oon eee Bill now before the Bengal Council, and says that 
ee ne ee the improvement of the hackney carriage service of 
the town has become very desirable, the existing third class carriages being the 
worst of their kind. | 
28. The Samay, of the 24th April, says that, in order that the Age of 
How to make the Age of Con- Consent Act may be efficacious, Government should 
sent Act efficacious. introduce the system of registration of births. 
Unless that system is introduced, the Act will not inspire fear in men’s minds, 
and thus the object of the Act will not be gained. Government stands in the 
relation of father to the people, and its object should be not to punish offenders, 
but to prevent the commission of offences. If the system of registration of 
births is introduced, many persons will not dare even to ‘marry their daughters 
before 12. The fact of the commission or non-commission of an offence under 
the Age of Consent Act will depend upon the proof of age. Government 
should therefore provide means for the ascertainment of age. 
Whig Medal Consent dak < obra Bangavési, of the 25th April, has the 
We will not ourselves desist from agitation, nor ask anybody else to desist 
from it, until we are completely divested of the belief that the Consent Act 
does interfere with the Hindu religion and ought therefore to be rescinded. 
We willrather devote whatever energy we possess to the strengthening of the 
agitation. Week after week, month after month, and year after year, we will 
cry at the top of our voice—“ Hindu brethren! give yourselves no rest. 
Never forget that fatal day, the 19th of March, the day on which the British 
rulers, through sheer misconception, robbed you of your treasure of religion. 
Give yourselves no rest until you have got that measure repealed. If you 
have no other means at your command, do you, with your hearts full of faith, 
make your distress known every day to the goddess who removes all distress, 
and pray to her to deliver you. She will not certainly remain indifferent if 
you all appeal to her in a voice of sorrow, but will find some means or other 
for your deliverance. She whose will is action can do anything she pleases.” 
For what power is there that can compare with muha sakti the Greatest Power) ? 
This should be the Hindu’s new daily prayer until the obnoxious Act is 
repealed. ‘The writer knows that many pious Hindus are already making this 
prayer every day, for no power can stand before divine power. Purify your- 
selves externally and internally and make your grievances known to Jagadamba 
(the Mother of the Universe) with your whole heart, and your grievances 
will surely be removed sooner or later. There ought to be no doubt about 
this. Oh! that we could call upon her im a manner which must awake her 
pity! An Act like the Consent Act would then be an impossibility. Let us 
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henceforth learn to pray to her with our whole heart and with a mind fully 
purified. It is sure our mother will not then turn a deaf ear to our prayers. 
We are weak, and the king is the strength of the weak, but unfortunately 
for us our king is not well disposed towards us. We have, therefore, no alter- 
native but to take his protection who is the King of Kings. The first thing 
needed for our purification, internal and external, is the forswearing all things 
which are not sanctioned, or are prohibited by the Shastras, and without which 
our forefathers did so well. Until that is done the gods of the Hindus will 
not listen to their prayers. Agitation should be made first for the attainment 
of this object, and then an agitation should be set on foot to prevent those 


from doing further mischief to our society who have made themselves known 


as the enemies of our religion and society. We should cut off all connection 
with them. It is not from a desire to do them any harm that we wish to be 
estranged from them; it is only for self-preservation (a principle which 
the English have taught us) that we wish to be completely disassociated from 
them. We and they can no more mix with each other than can oil with 
water ; the civilised with their refined tastes and the uncivilised with their 
unrefined tastes cannot live in harmony together. We are proud of our 
ancestors: they are ashamed of them. We must therefore leave their company. 
We wish them no harm, for it is the Hindu’s highest religion not to harm or 
injure anyone ; and every Hindu ought to practise this doctine to the best of 
his power. May God bless our enemies ! 

30. Referring to the circular that has been issued in connection with the 

i Age of Consent Act, the Duinik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, 

Aatcecnad weencnvas of the 27th April, says that Lord Lansdowne is 
still under the impression that with proper care all chances of oppression under 
the Consent Act can be reduced or nullified. His Excellency is indeed very 
kind to the people ; but His Lordship can well spare his lavish expenditure 
of such kindness, when the very religion of the people has been interfered 
with. There is no fear of oppression in the enforcement of the Act, for people 
will rather trample their religion under foot than violate the law. People 
who are scrupulously religious, and yet fear to violate the law, are in a dilemma 
which will be rendered more and more difficult as time passes on. The fear 
of being summoned as a witness prevents the writer from divulging many 
secrets in connection with this consent affair. Girls in Bengal are still attaining 
puberty before twelve, but who dares now divulge whether their garbhadhan 
ceremony is being performed as usual or not ? Lord Lansdowne’s circular has 
pleased the social outcastes, but it has failed to please the Hindus. 

31. A gentleman makes the following suggestions in the Daintk-o-Samd- 

chér Chandrikd, of the 28th April, as a means of 
ctiow, to deal with the Age of overcoming the difficulties which have been created 
onsent Act. 

by the Age of Consent Act :-— 

The Shastras say,‘‘ give treacle when you cannot give honey,” and “ there 
are no laws for the incapable.” There are many such precepts. One of these 
precepts should be followed. Let means be provided for conducting the defence 
in cases which may be instituted under the Act, im order that no one may 
suffer injustice. Let an era of sorrow be reckoned from the date of the passing 
of the Act. Let married couples practise brahmacharyya till the wife enters upon 
her thirteenth year. Let cohabitation during this brahmacharyya be reckoned 
& great sin, cud | let the use, during that period of any article manufactured 
by the nation which has turned a deaf ear to our entreaties, be also reckoned 
a great sin. Let wives practise austerities like widows, and it is likely they 
will not menstruate; and if they do their vow of brahmacharyya will be the 
means of saving their husbands from the sin that is incurred by not performing 
garbhadhan. Do not by any means do away with the system of early marriage. 
If you do so, you will show great weakness of mind, and you will destro 
your purity. If you ever expect this Act to be repealed by the English 
Government, keep this system of early marriage intact. | 

i elie ae 82. The sainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 
eine a wAncaag 29th April, has the following :— 

It is true the circular issued by Lord Lansdowne, if strictly followed, will 
to a great extent diminish oppression under the Consent Act; but it matters 
little whether a symptom or two disappear or not if the germ of the disease 
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is allowed to flourish. Neither Lord Lansdowne, nor Sir Charles Elliott, 
nor the Divisional Commissioners will remain in India for a long time, but 
section 375 of the Penal Code will remain for ever. And who shall swear that 
the age of consent, which has been now raised from ten to twelve, will not a 
few years hence be raised from twelve to fourteen? 

Again, there is no guarantee that no other legislation of the nature of the 
Consent Act will be made with the view of interfering with the religions 
of the Indians. Nothing is impossible now when the Queen’s Proclamation 
itself has been misinterpreted by the Viceroy and Sir Andrew Scoble in a manner 
which is opposed to all principles of religion and justice. The Indians 
should exert themselves to have at least this misinterpretation of the Proclama- 
tion reversed, and a fresh and true interpretation of it issued by Her Majesty’s 
Ministers. 

Both the official and the non-official Anglo-Indians have now come to see 
the evil that has been done by the passing of the Consent Act, and they have 
now both come to perceive that the Act is the outcome of the pressure put 
upon the Secretary of State for India by the British public. The Anglo-Indians, 
the non-official community in especial, now see that it is this so-called humanity 
of the British public which brought about the amendment of the Indian 
Factories Act. And they also see that it is the same humanity of the British 
public which is about to abolish the opium trade of the Government of India. 
This humanity of the British public will gradually do immense mischief to India. 

It is said that the Viceroy insisted on passing the Consent Act only because 
he was greatly enraged at the agitation set on foot by the Hindus and Maho- 
medans against it. If this be so, his Lordship will have reason to repent of his 
obstinacy. 

The Hindus and Mahomedans are greatly agitated and alarmed. People 
are very much discontented, and signs of discontent are visible in all directions. 
He must be stone-blind, indeed, who cannot see these signs. Whatever else 
Lord Lansdowne may be, it must be unhesitatingly affirmed that his Lordship 
is not a blind man. ‘The officials too are not blind men. They have therefore 
become alarmed at the outlook. In fact, they would not have passed the Consent 
Act if they had not been possessed by the fear of impairing their prestige thereby. 
But the Anglo-Indians should know that, instead of impairing the prestige of 
their rule, their repeal of the Consent Act will rather augment that prestige by 
advancing the Government in the people’s affection and confidence. Even some 
Anglo-Indians in England have come to see this. It will not therefore be 
difficult. to convince the Ministers in England of the impropriety of the Act. 


IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


33. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 27th April, says that 
the management of the zemindari division of the 
Tipperah Raj is ina disordered state owing to no 
one in especial appearing to be responsible for its administration. ‘The officers 
directly under the Prime Minister stay at Commilla, while that functionary 
himself is for some time staying at Agartollah, but on what business of State 
no one knows. It is true he occasionally visits Commilla, but for all that the 
affairs of the State are in a disorganised condition. Settlement work has been 
almost completely stopped, and utter mismanagement prevails owing to the Fenny 
revenue office being in charge of nobody, the chief officer having gone on leave. 

When creating the revenue sub-division, the assistant of the Prime 
Minister explained to the public in open cutcherry that the sub-division 
in question was created with the permission of Sir Steuart Bayley, then 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. It is difficult to see what necessity there was 
for taking the Bengal Government’s permission in this matter. And supposing 
there was any such necessity,no wise officer would have divulged this State 
secret to the public. | 


Tipperah, 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


84. The Ahmadi, of the 13th April, publishes an essay written by the 

The Editor of the Sudhakar on Editor of the Sudhdkar in connection with the third 
the propagation of the Mahomedan meeting of the Atia Anjumane Moinal Islam m 
religion. Mymensingh. The writer of the essay congra- 
tulates the Mahomedan community on the noble work taken in hand by the 
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above Association for the diffusion of the Mahomedan religion. The present 
degenerate condition of that religion among the Mahomedans of Bengal is 
greatly regretted, and the Mahomedan community is strongly urged to find 
means to send missions after the fashion of Christians and Brahmos in all 
directions with a view to the preaching of their religion among the masses 
and among people of other religions and nationalities. The writer tries to 
convince his co-religionists that the Mahomedan religion flourished in by-gone 
times solely through the activity of its preachers, and that the same method 
must be iilowed if it is to flourish again. 

35. The Urdu Guide and Darussaltanat, of the 17th April, says that a 


certain Eurasian has suggested to Sir Charles 
Elliott that all future vacancies in Government 
offices should be given to Eurasians, because it is the duty of Government to 
support its co-religionists. The writer remarks that if Sir Charles Elliott 
follows this advice it will be impossible for His Honour to do a greater injustice 
to the people of the country. 

36. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st April, refers to the Opium Resolu- 
tion recently passed in the House of Commons, and 
defends the opium business of Government on the 
following grounds:—Bv keeping the cultivation 
of opium a monopoly in its hands, Government can regulate its price so as to 
prevent its being extensively used. This is unquestionably an advantage, when 
the use of opium cannot be absolutely interdicted. There can be no harm in 
Government’s making revenue by keeping it as a monopoly in its hands. 

87. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 22nd April, heartily supports the Opium 

Resolution of Parliament; but the writer will not 
go so far as to abolish even the cultivation of opium 
and the export trade in it. All that is wanted is that Government should stop 
the free sale of opium in India, and make up by some means the loss ‘t will 
sustain by so doing. 

The writer has heard of a prisoner in the Rajshahye Jail who was in the 
habit of smoking gui (a preparation of opium) before he was imprisoned, and 
was therefore very thin and sickly when he came there. In jail, the man got no 


guli to smoke, and soon became strong and stout. Surely the sale of opium 
ought to be stopped. 


Government and the Eurasians. 


The Opium Resolution in the 
House of Commons. 


The opium question in Parliament. 


38. The same paper has the following regard- 
PR gg Tarakeswar and Benares ing the T'arakeswar affair :— 


Everybody knows the way in which the Christian missionaries preach. 
Their object in preaching is not so much to preach their own religion as to cast 
aspersions on the religicn of the Hindus. 

It was audacity, indeed, to speak of the Hindu religion in the midst of excited 
Sannyasis as a loathsome thing ; but then the English are the rulers of India, and 
the missionaries are Englishmen. And it is no wonder that they should deliver 
speeches in what, according to their own notions, is polished language, in the 
midst of submissive uncivilised subjects. It is said that the Sannyasis, provoked 
by the language used by the missionaries, gave the latter a sound thrashing. 

_ The missionaries have always been in the habit of abusing the Hindu 
religion ; and is it not the duty of Government to check them? It cannot be 
civilised etiquette to wound the religious feelings of others. 

The writer then refers to the Benares riot, and observes as follows :— 

All this would seem to indicate that Government is intent upon something. 
The military had to be called out, and the whole city of Benares had to be sent 
to jail, and yet the resolution that the temple of Ramji must be demolished 
was not given up. Yes; the temple must be demolished at any cost. Govern- 
ment will not, it seems, easily give up theidea it obstinately took into its head in 
connection with the Age of Consent Act; but the consequences of such 
obstinacy will be very serious indeed. The English themselves know what the 
probable consequences will be; for the Parliament in England and the Sepoy 
Mutiny and the Queen’s Proclamation in India are all consequences of such 
obstinacy. Government is now wilfully neglecting to take note of this. 
Perhaps it wants to see another crisis like the Sepoy Mutiny. Do not the 
authorities know that constant wounding of a people’s feelings may make them 
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desperate? The authorities are requested so to conduct themselves that the 
people may not have to witness another crisis. 

39. The Hitakari, of the 22nd April, says that cholera is raging violently 

Cholera in the Kushtea sub-divi. in the villages of Charchandpore, Chakchandpore, 
sion of the Nuddea district. Gangadhardi, Khaschar, Doprakol, Dayarampore, 
Jagannathpore, Khorsedpore, and Kalyanpore, within the jurisdiction of the 
Kumarkhali thana in the Kushtea sub-division of the Nuddea district. Some 
of the villages are almost depopulated. But the District Board of Nuddea and 
the Kushtea Local Board are quite indifferent. The Sub-divisional Officer of 
Kushtea too is said to be a friend of the poor, but it appears that he has not yet 
heard of the critical condition of the people of the above villages. Itis greatly 
to be regretted that the authorities and the rich people of Kushtea should be 
sleeping soundly whilst the poor are in such straits. Adequate medical aid is 
urgently needed. 

40. The Sahachar, of the 22nd April, has learnt that Sir Charles Elliott 

Sir Charles Elliott’s stay at Dar- Will start for Darjeeling on the Ist May next and 
jeeling. remain there for two months only. In all his acts 
the Lieutenant-Governor gives evidence of maturity of judgment and anxious 
interest in public affairs. 

41. The same paper, referring to the riot at Benares, says that the question 
presents itself, why are such occurrences as these 
taking place ? Those officials who think it good 
policy to set the Hindus and Mussulmans against each other are responsible for 
such occurrences ‘The occurrences at Durbhunga and Rohtak, and the rebuke 
given by Lord Lansdowne to the Hindus of Agra, who sought his protection, 
have combined to create in men’s minds the impression that the authorities no 
longer feel for the Hindus the affection which they once felt. Over and above 
this, Hindu troops are gradually being dismissed from the army. The Mussal- 
mans thought for some time that facilities would be afforded to them; but they 
now see that the love which was professed for them by certain officials was pre- 
tended love, and that no change would be made in the as of Government for 
their sake. They were incited to keep aloof from the Congress. But the Age of 
Consent Act has shown them that it is their interest to act in concert with the 
Hindus. This is perhaps why Mussalmans joined the Hindus in the riot at 
Benares. They certainly thought that what had happened to the Hindus might 
one day happen to them too. Sir Auckland Colvin refused to receive a deputa- 
tion on the question of the demolition of the temple of Ramji. But whatever 
may be in a Governor’s mind, he will do well to hear the representations which 
people may have to make on any subject. If he does so, people will have no 
cause for complaint, even if their prayers are rejected. But the authorities in 
this country have no wish to hear people’s prayers. Many such causes combined 
to bring about the riot in question. | 

But all this notwithstanding, the riot was avery wicked thing in itself. 
There are Hindu Commissioners in the Municipality, and they know what 
Hinduism is. ‘The Municipality offered to pay the value of the land and the 
building, and also to bear the expenses of the reinstallation of the god. What 
more could be expected? The Municipality was constructing water-works for 
the improvement of the health of the town. It was a very wrong thing to make 
a riot under these circumstances. While the writer must admit that the conduct 
of certain English officers has alarmed the Hindus, and that foolish and ignorant 
people are easily excited, he must aé the same time say that Government has 
never interfered with the religion of the people, and will never do so. It is a gross 
falsehood to say that Government wants to destroy the Hindu religion. Govern- 
ment will, however, do well to restrain those officials who are persecuting the 
Hindus for the Congress movement. 

42. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 24th April, says that the 
Manipuris attribute the present disturbance to the 
desecration of their temples by the English. The 
Tarakeswar riot has been undoubtedly due to the insult offered to the Hindu 
religion by the Christian missionaries. And, last of all, the Benares riot took 
place for the very same reason, that is to say, m consequence of the municipal 
authorities of the place insulting the Hindu religion by ordering the demolition 
of the temple of the god Ramji. | 
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Disturbances have thus, it will be seen, broken out in three widely distant 

laces for one and the same reason. ‘The writer has repeatedly said, and will 

still say, that if the English ever lose their Indian Empire, it will be on account 
of their interference with the religions of their people. 

43. The Samay, of the 24th April, says that during the short time that 

Sir Charles Elliott has been Lieutenant-Governor of 
a Bengal he has, in some of his actions, given a 
clear proof of generosity of heart. The sanction he has given to the proposal 
to give the students of the Hare School lessons in drill has given the writer 
great satisfaction. And Sir Charles Elliott will certuinly become entitled to 
public respect and gratitude if the Bengalis are enrolled as Volunteers during his 
administration. | 

44, The Samay, of the 24th April, says that it is meanness to make money 

out of opium. The loss which will result from the 
abandonment of opium may be made up by re- 
ducing the home charges and re-imposing (if Government can have the courage 
to re-impose) the import duties on English goods. 

45. The same paper says that a careful consideration of the facts con- 
nected with the riot at Benares will show that the 
Benares Municipality, the Magistrate of Benares, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces are all responsible 
for it. The site selected for the construction of water-works should have been 
abandoned in deference to the strong opposition of the Hindus, and Sir Auckland 
Colvin should have adopted precautions when he found the Hindus so much 
excited over the matter. But instead of pacifying the people, he incensed them 
still more by refusing to receive a deputation on the temple question, and b 
stationing 5 armed men near thetemple. This confirmed the Hindus in their 
belief that the temple would be demolished. 

The Hindus are not much to blame in this matter, except in this that the 
have committed a riot instead of calmly protesting against the demolition of 
the temple. 

46. The Sdraswat Patra, of the 25th April, says that the very philan- 

po _ throphists at whose advice the Government has 
nah? opium question in Parlia- passed the Consent Act, in spite of the strong 
protests of the Indians, have now risen in arms 
against its opium trade. The authorities in this country know not how to make 
up the loss in revenue which will be caused by the abolition of the opium trade. 
The people of this country too are not less alarmed than Government, for 
they well know that the loss which will be thus caused will be made up by 
increased taxation, which will be a worse evil than every man in the count 
dying of opium poisoning. It is, therefore, hoped that the friends of humanity, 
who have broached the subject of the abolition of the opium trade, will not 
ereate a new evil in place of the old one. It is no doubt desirable that Govern- 
ment should withdraw from this trade; but it should be allowed to doso gradually, 
-asitis able to find means of recouping the loss that will be caused; and it 
should not be compelled to give up this trade at once. 

The writer will ask the philanthrophists why they denounce only opium 
when the country is alo deluged with liquor. Is opium poison and_ liquor not 
so? Is there no one to direct his attention to the mischief caused by liquor ? 

47. The Sanjtvani, of the 25th April, says that, unlike his predecessors, 
who used to spend four or five months every year 
in Darjeeling, Sir Charles Elliott proposes to remain 


there from May to July or August. People can 
permit the authorities to take rest for two or three months in the year, but 


more than this is too much for them to bear. If the example set by Sir Charles 

Elliott is followed in all ‘cases, there would be little objection against the hill 
exodus. 

48. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Ward to the Chief Commissioner- 

a ship of Assam, the same paper says that under 

we Commissionership of My, Ward the Assamese will not have a happy time 

ssam. . . 

of it. The writer would have been glad to see 

Sir John Edgar appointed to the post. Itis doubtful whether any other 

official in India has so much knowledge of the internal condition of Assam as 
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Sir John. It is quite inexplicable why the Government of India has repeatedly 
overlooked Sir John’s claim to the post. 

49. ‘The same paper says that, as in other years so this year too, the Chris. 
tian missionaries went to Tarakeswar to preach on 
the last day of the Bengali year, but were attacked 
by the mob. It is said that the police who went to the assistance of the preacherg 
were also beaten. This was very wrong indeed, for no one duo oppose 
another in the practice or preaching of his own religion. And it was especially 
wrong of the people to insult Christian missionaries who have conferred and 
will yet confer many benefits on this country. Seeing how the powerful 
English Government practices toleration resrcaies the religions of its subjects, 
the latter should not interfere in the religious affairs of their rulers. 

50. The same paper says that, on Saturday last (the 18th April), when 
ss Gianna tiie leah tas et Sir Charles Elhott was walking from the Council 

BES NOE BOSE Chamber in the Writers’ Buildings to his own room, 
a fakir approached his Honour with the story of his misfortunes. His Honour 
told the man to make his grievances known to him through the usual channel, 
but not satisfied with this reply, the fakir was following His Honour to his 
sitting room, when a Member of the Council called a chaprasi, who forced the 
unhappy man to leavethe place. The writer is sorry for the treatment received 
by the fakir, who must have been driven to desperation by his misfortunes, 
and must have been without means to make his grievances known to His 
Honour through the proper channel, and therefore ventured to approach him 
in person. Perhaps the poor man thought, as every Indian thinks, that the 
ruler being, as it were, the father and the mother of the people, there could be 
no objection to his making his grievances known to him personally. It is ver 
probable also that he had not the means to move through the proper channe 
But should he be therefore deprived of justice? But the poor man had to go 
away disappointed. Sir Charles Elliott would have given proof of his kind- 
heartedness by listening to the prayer of the poor man, and there could have 
been no harm in his doing so, whilst the unfortunate fakir would have beeu 
highly delighted, whether his suit succeeded or not. The Indians think that 
there should not be so much distance between themselves and their rulers; and 
it is certain that a native ruler would not have thus refused to listen to a 
supplicant. It was only the other day that the Amir of Cabul, whom the 
English would probably call an uncivilized ruler, had coal brought from a great 
distance at the public expense for the use of his poor subjects suffering from 
intense cold, and all this at the request of an old woman. | 

51. The same paper has the following regarding the Benares riot:— _ 

: The price of food-grains having lately risen 
ae Senet) very high in Benares, the Mussulmans of that place 
requested Mr. White, the Collector and the Chairman of the Municipality, to 
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remit the octroi duty on wheat and thereby bring down its price ; but all their 


entreaties were of no avail. 
About this time the festival of “‘ Bura Mangal” was to have been celebrated 


in Benares. A very large sum of money is annually spent in this festival by 


the Raja of Benares and other grandees. The Mussulmans, partly by entreaty 


‘and partly by threats, induced the Hindus not to celebrate the festival 


this year in consideration of the great scarcity that prevailed. 'The Mussulmans 
brought this fact to the notice of the Collector, and eight or nine hundred of 
them one day assembled before his office and tried to convince him of the 
great straits to which they were reduced. Still Mr. White would not lend an 


ear to their representations ; and a fitting opportunity presented itself to the 
Mahomedans of avenging themselves upon the Collector for his repeated 


rejection of their prayer. The Benares Municipality had selected the site of the 
temple of Ramji for the construction of a tank for the new water-works. It 
was necessary for this purpose that the image of Ramji should be removed 
from the place and the temple demolished. The Mahomedans made use of 
this opportunity to rouse the Hindus against the authorities, though the 
Hindus themselves were at first very little exercised over the matter. The 
zeal of the Mahomedans awakened the religious susceptibilities of the Hindus, 
and they strongly protested against the action of the Municipal authorities. 
Failing to obtain redress from the Municipality, the Hindus (led by the 
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Mahomedans) sent telegram after telegram to the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North- Western Provinces asking him to reverse the decision of the Municipali 
regarding the demolition of the temple. This resource too failing them, the 
Hindus and Mahomedans set on foot a furious agitation. Mr. White, on 
the other hand, in the fulness of his authority, thought it presumption on the 
part of the worthless natives who, he thought, would be nowhere if he onl 
frowned at them, to say that they would not allow the temple to be desctichel. 
What followed next will appear from the following communication received 
from @ correspondent : — 

As Mr, White was going home from a meeting of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners, the mob approached him crying “Sir, what about our petition ? 
Sir, is the order for demolishing the temple withdrawn?” But Mr. White 
foolishly went away without making any reply. The mob therefore came to 
the conclusion that the demolition of the temple had been decided upon, and 
_ they rushed towards the temple with cries of “ mar, mar; kat, kat.” After rioti 
there, they came to the Benares-Ganges station and destroyed everything they 
found there. ‘They attacked the houses of Raja Shivaprasad and Babu Sitaram, 
doing great mischief in the latter case. ‘The female members of Babu Sitaram’s 
house were shockingly insulted. The reason why the mob were so exasperated 
against Babu Sitaram in particular is that the site of that gentleman’s house was 
also selected for the water-works, but he managed, in virtue of his position, to save 
his house. Raja Shivaprasad and the station-master of the Benares-Ganges 
station incurred the displeasure of the mob probably because they are very 
unpopular in Benares. 

It is strange that no trace of the police was to be obtained while these 
outrages, lasting not for 20 or 40 minutes, but for two hours and-a-half, were 
being committed. This conduct of the Benares police ought to be enquired into. 
Government ought also to ascertain if the general public, and the police too, 
were displeased with the conduct of Mr. White and of the worthless and 
obsequious Municipal Commissioners; and if it was from this cause that the 
police remained inactive while the riot was going on. The Bengali and Hindus- 
tani Municipal Commissioners are all men of note no doubt, but there is not a 
single independent man among them. There is no doubt that the Collector is 
greatly to blame for the riot, but the worthless native Municipal Commissioners 
should be held principally responsible for it. For they surely know the 
feelings of their own countrymen in sucvh a matter as the demolition of a temple 
better than the non-Hindu Commissioners. And they had moreover ascertained 
beforehand from the Hindu pundits that the image of Ramji was one that 
could not be removed. 

_It is a wonder how after this they could decide on removing the image. Do 
they think that pleasing the English should be their sole business ? 
It was after the mob had finished their work of plunder and thus proved the 
inefficiency of the police, that the latter, together with European and Native 
soldiers, commenced running this way and that and arrested and sent up any- 
body and everybody they came across, of whatever rank and position, weak or 
strong; innocent or badmush. In this way they arrested and sent to hajut from 
the 15th to the 20th April about 60 persons. People do not, therefore, come out. 
of their houses and shop-keepers do not open their shops, not for fear of the mob, but 
for fear of the police rioters. Indeed, the police are making the very best use of the 
_ present disorder. Itissaid that they are letting off all who are giving them bribes, 
those failing to bribe them being sent to hajut. The Nagas have been prohibited 
by Government from coming to Benares Any Nagawho iscoming there is being 
sent to hajut directly from the station, and any one among them to whom special 
suspicion attaches is having his luggage thoroughly searched. A gentleman 
about to leave Benares was arrested at the station the other day, either because 
he was well dressed, and the police therefore expected to make something out 
of him, or because suspicion really attached to him. He has, however, been 
since released. The police are thus committing infinitely more oppression than 
the rioters, and Benares hardly looks like British territory. The following 
incident clearly shows how the police are oppressing the people and extorting 
bribes from them. On the 17th April last, a durwan was keeping watch at the 
gate of the Ranee of Bijni, when two constables and another man came up to. 
him and wanted to arrest him. The durwan explained to them that he could on 
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no account leave the gate ; but the police still insisting on laying rough hands on 
him, he drew his sword, struck them, and fled away. He has been since betrayed 
and is detained in hajut. One of the constables struck by the durwan, who 
has since died, had not a single cowrie with him only two days before the above 
incident, but on the day on which he lay insensible from the effects of the 
wound, Rs. 135 was found in his possession. Police oppression is still at its 
height. 


52. The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th April, says that though opposed to the 
present opium policy of Government, the writer 
cannot recommend the abandonment of the opium 
revenue so long as the question is not settled how the loss so arising will be made 
up. Government is so full of prejudices in the matter of reduction of expendi- 
ture that it cannot be expected to make up the loss by exerting itself earnestly in 
that direction. The military expenditure is gradually increasing instead of 
decreasing, and the policy of frontier defence and the frequency of small expedi- 
tions leave no hope of reduction on the military side of the account. As for the 
home charges, the Secretary of State is not likely to be disposed to put his 
dependents to hardship by making any reduction under that head. Any increase 
of the duty on salt, an article daily used by crores of people in India, is not 
even to be thought of. Any proposal to reduce expenditure by ‘employing a 
cheap Native agency in place of the existing highly paid Civilian agency will 
give rise to a storm of anger and indignation throughout the country which will 
compel Government to abandon the project. It will be impossible to raise money 
by additional taxation, for the Indians are already crushed by the burden of 
taxation. Under these circumstances, if the English people really feel so much 
for the Chinese and the Indians, they should themselves undertake to make up 
the loss which will arise from the abandonment of the opium revenue. 


53. The Som Prakash, of the 27th April, referring to the proposal to 

prolubit the cultivation and sale of opium in India, 
says that this proposal will not lead to a total disuse 
of opium in this country. Its only result will be that the price of opium will 
be doubled or trebled and the Indians will become poofer. ‘Those who use 
opium will not be able to give up its use without taking to some other intoxicant. 
Drinking will therefore increase, and so in doing good in one direction, Govern- 
ment will do harm in another. And how shall the loss that will be caused 
by the abandonment of opium be made up? There can, however, be no objec- 
tion to this proposal if Government promises to make up the loss not by fresh 
taxation, but by reduction of expenditure. 


54. Dainik-o-Samachér Chandrika, of the 28th April, says that the affairs of 
the Benares Municipality are managed by the Col- 
lector, who is the adviser of the Commissioners and 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and thus the demolition of the temple of Ramiji, 
though nominally an act of the Municipality, is reaJly an act of the Government. 
The people have no confidence in the apke-wasre Hindu Commissioners of the 
Municipality, and those Hindu Commissioners who approved of the demolition 
of the temple are not Hindus in the eye of true Hindus. Government does 
mischief by listening to these un-Hindu Hindus. It cannot or it will not, for 
purposes of its own, understand that these men have no influence whatever in 
Hindu society. What has happened in the case of the Age of Consent Bill 
happens in almost all such cases. 


The speeches delivered on the occasion of the passing of the Age of 
Consent Act have done more mischief than the Act itself. The speakers said 
that the Queen’s Proclamation does not mean that Government will on no 
account interfere with the religion of the people. This declaration has. 
astonished and alarmed both Hindus and Mussulmans. 

And immediately after this interpretation of the Proclamation the officials 
of Benares lent their countenance to the demolition of the temple of Ramji and 
the un-Hindu Hindu members of the Municipality supported the proposal. The 
Collector, as Municipal Chairman, himself created disturbances. The Hindu 
community of Benares became excited and proceeded to prevent the demolition 
of the temple. . The Gundas, who gloat over the very name of a riot, joined 
them and serious consequences ensued. 
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If one must speak the truth in this matter, one must say that the officials 
are more to blame than the rioters. It is the Viceroy and the late Law Member 
of his Council who are mainly responsible for this mischief. Their misinter- 
pretation of the Queen’s Proclamation and the India Councils Act has filled 

eople’s mind with the fear that Government will no more hesitate to interfere 
with their religion. And who shall say that the people of Benares were not 
exercised by that fear ? 

Government has been misled. The ap-%e-waste Hindu members are guilty 
of a serious offence, and the Collector has made himself the principal offender by 
encouraging them, and neither the Commissioner of Benares nor the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the North-Western Provinces is free from blame. 

If an impartial Commission is appointed to investigate the matter, it will 
certainly be proved that the officials from the Viceroy to the Collector, and those 
Municipal Commissioners who supported the proposal to demolish the temple, 
have been all guilty. Indeed, their sin is inexpiable. 


Urtya PApErRs. 


55. The Municipality of Puri and the District Magistrate of that towa 
having served notices on the Jagannath temple of 
Puri that unless the broken portions of that temple 
were repaired within a particular period pilgrims would be prohibited from 
visiting the same, the Hindu public of Cuttack, Puri and Balasore are busily 
engaged holding meetings with the object of collecting funds for the repair 
of the temple. Appeals and applications have been made to the whole Hindu 
public of British India. All the native papers of Orissa have written leaders on 
the subject. 

56. The Samvddvdkd, of the 9th April, notices with sorrow the retirement 
of Mrs. Smith from her labours in the Balasore 
Zenana, and remarks that the female public of the 
Balasore town le under an everlasting debt of 
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gratitude to her. — 

57. The death of Sir T. Madhav Rao is mourned by all the native papers 
of Orissa. They give a sketch of his brilliant 
public career for imitation by those young natives 
who aspire to be successful statesmen like him. 

58. The Samvddvdhikd, of the 16th April, and the U¢kaldipikd, of the 18th 
April, fully sympathize with the situation of Gov- 
ernment in connection with the recent troubles at 
Manipur, and urge the immediate punishment of the offenders. At the same 
time they suggest that retribution need not be carried too far, and the innocent 
need not be punished for the deeds of the wicked. 

59. The Utkaldipkd, of the 18th April, is og! to ~~ — no Hindu 
| upil has as yet joined the midwifery class opened 
ye ee eee eee in sothowtod 4 with the Cuttack Medical School, and 

requests that an endeavour should be made by the authorities in that direction. 

60. The same paper is indignant to find that out of the eight candidates 
; who went up to the last B. L. Examination from 

B The Ravenshaw College in the the Ravenshaw College, only one passed in the 
. L. Examination. . es me 
lower division; and observes that the authorities 
should thoroughly enquire into the reasons that led to such a deplorable result. 
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